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The invitation promised "a celebration of Theresa's 99th birthday." 
None of the 100 or so celebrants at last Sunday's open house on the 
roof terrace at Westminster-Canterbury needed to be told this Theresa 


is a living legend surnamed Pollak. 


They were relatives, friends and collectors as well as former students and faculty colleagues of 
Theresa Pol lak's at Richmond Professional Institute (now Virginia Commonwealth 


University). 


They didn't need to be reminded that Pollak founded the University of Richmond's art program 
in addition to being RPI's first - and longtime - art professor. Nor that Pollak was much more 


than an educator who shaped several generations of artists. 


She was, above all, an artist who, in her paintings and drawings, practiced the high standards 


she preached. 
Until a stroke left her partially paralyzed in March, she continued to draw. 
"Still Life With Telephone," the early-1998 pen-and-ink drawing reproduced on last Sunday's 


invitation, is evidence of the continually surprising and expressive line that has become 


Pollak's hallmark. 


The party was a time for celebrants to swap Pollak stories as they mingled while the birthday 
girl, frail but doll-like in a flowered dress and soft white sweater, held gentle court from a 


wheelchair in front of a huge yellow pound cake iced in white. 


Painter Ann Lyne recalled the 1958 day she tried to register with Pollak at RPI as an art student 


transferring from Queens College in Charlotte, N.C. 
"Theresa said, 'I'm sorry, but I can't register you until I've seen your work,'*" Lyne 
remembered. "So we went out in the alley and I spread my portfolio of drawings and paintings 


on the cobblestones. 


"Theresa looked long and hard at them and said, 'I'm sorry, you'll have to go back to the 


beginning. You know nothing about art.'*" 


Was Lyne crestfallen? 


Hardly. 


"T appreciated that," she said last Sunday. "At Queens, I was such a star as an artist. Finally 


someone was being honest and critical about me. I started over and was glad I did. Theresa 


gave me self-discipline and focus." 


Printmaker David Freed, a faculty colleague of Pollak's when he began teaching at RPI in 


1966, recalled a recent visit with her. 


"I said, 'Theresa, you're the oldest person I know.’ She said, 'I'm the oldest person I know, and I 


don't want to know anybody any older.'’*" 


Pollak was philosophical - and realistic - about her age. 


"T don't think old age is anything to strive for," she told me in a voice that was at times barely 


audible. 


"All the parts wear out. The stroke affected my vision and hearing, and I can't stand up even 
with my walker any more. I don't have any spare time. It takes so long just to do the necessities 


now, and I have to have somebody with me all the time. I can't see what I've done on paper." 


Then her voice rose. 


Her eyes flashed. 


"I have to make a whole new readjustment," she said. 


Don't be surprised if she does. 


Pollak's 100th birthday party should be quite a bash. 


Sun on horizon .* .* . Zhixin Sun, curator of the Far Eastern Archive at Princeton University 
since 1993, will become the Virginia Museum's new E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 


Curator of East Asian Art in November. 


Sun will preside over the museum's Chinese, Japanese and Korean collections. That will free 
up Joseph M. Dye III, who has been curator for all of Asia, to concentrate on his specialties, 


South Asia and Islam, including the museum's world-ranked holdings in Himalayan art. 


Sun holds a cm B.A.>bachelor's in English from Beijing Capital Normal University and acm 
Ph.D.>doctorate in Chinese art and archaeology from Princeton, where he wrote his 
dissertation on jade carving. He was a curatorial assistant in Asian art at New York's 


Metropolitan Museum in 1989 and 1990. 
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